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Stirling's  an&  dlasgohi  Public  librarg. 

1791—1907. 


TN  the  year  1791,  a merchant  of  the  City  of  Glasgow— Walter 

1 Stirling  by  name  — left  his  house  in  Miller  Street,  a share 
m the  Tontine  Society,  one  thousand  pounds,  and  his 
collection  of  books,  to  the  city  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining 
the  constant  and  perpetual  existence  of  a Public  Library  for  the 
citizens  or  inhabitants  of  Glasgow. 

Robert  Reid  (1773-1865)  who  under  the  pseudonym  of  “ Senex,” 
contributed  many  articles  on  local  subjects  to  The  Glasgow  Herald , 
described  Mr.  Stirling  “ as  being  a man  of  pleasing  address  and 
of  gentlemanly  manners.”  “ Senex  ” would  probably  be  about 
18  years  of  age  at  the  time  when  he  says  he  remembers  him  as 
wearing  a cocked  hat,  ear  curls  and  a respectable  pigtail. 

Mr.  Stirling  was  made  chief  magistrate  of  Gorbals  in  1776,  and  a 
merchant  bailie  of  Glasgow  in  1780.  He  was  unmarried,  and  after 
his  death  in  1791  his  bequest  came  into  operation.  By  his  will  he 
directed  the  library  to  be  managed  by  a Board  of  Directors 
chosen  from  the  following  four  public  bodies  The  Town  Council, 
the  Merchants’  House,  the  Presbytery  of  Glasgow,  and  the 
Faculty  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  three  from  each  of  which, 
with  the  Lord  Provost  of  Glasgow  (President,  ex  officio),  made  a 
directorate  of  thirteen. 

Shortly  after  the  Library  was  started,  the  funds  were  found  to 
be  quite  inadequate  for  its  upkeep,  and  the  Directors  had  to 
bestir  themselves  to  consider  what  means  might  be  adopted  to 
carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  founder. 

According  to  the  Minutes,  the  then  Lord  Provost  (James 
M'Dowall)  was  instructed  “ to  take  the  advice  of  council  (sic) 
whether  or  not  the  House  and  Property  in  Miller  Street  and  the 
share  in  the  Tontine  buildings  can  be  sold  in  order  to  meliorate 
this  public  spirited  institution,”  but  the  reply  of  the  Solicitor- 
General  was  in  the  negative. 
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It  was  then  suggested  that  a public  subscription  should  be 
raised  on  behalf  of  the  Library,  but  this  was  not  agreed  to,  and 
life  members  were  admitted  instead,  on  the  payment  of  three 
guineas  or  upwards.  A sum  of  nearly  a thousand  pounds  was 
raised  by  this  means  during  the  first  year. 

A proposal  to  admit  annual  members  at  a guinea  was  vetoed 
by  the  Merchants’  House,  and  was  not  revived  until  1848,  when 
it  was  agreed  to,  much  to  the  benefit  of  the  finances  of  the 
library. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  Walter  Stirling’s  collection  of  books 
numbered  804  volumes  and  was  valued  at  £160.  A catalogue 
of  the  collection  was  published  in  1792,  and  a copy  is  in  the  library , 
probably  the  only  one  in  existence. 

It  is  an  interesting  example  of  the  literary  tastes  of  a gentle- 
man of  the  eighteenth  century.  Mr.  Thomas  Mason  (a  former 
librarian  of  Stirling’s  Library),  in  his  book  on  the  “ Public  and 
Private  Libraries  of  Glasgow,”  when  giving  an  account  of  the 
Library,  reprinted  this  catalogue  in  full. 

The  number  of  books  in  history  and  in  Latin  appear  to 
indicate  that  Mr.  Stirling  was  an  antiquary  and  a student. 
It  was  said  that  he  had  such  a dislike  to  works  of  fiction  that  he 

had  not  read  a novel  for  forty  years. 

When  the  funds  of  the  Library  began  to  improve,  the  Directors 
purchased  freely,  and  in  1792  the  library  had  been  increased  to 
about  2,000  volumes.  After  this  the  number  of  volumes  added 
by  purchase  and  donation  increased  irregularly  from  year  to 
year  until  1881,  when  Mr.  Mason  introduced  an  improved 
system,  and  since  then  progress  has  been  more  or  less  continuous. 
In  the  matter  of  donations,  Stirling’s  Library  has  been  excep- 
tionally fortunate,  and  a note  of  some  of  these  will  perhaps 
give  a good  idea  of  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  collection. 

In  1826  a legacy  of  nearly  500  volumes,  many  of  them  elegantly 
bound,  was  bequeathed  by  William  Jamieson,  jun.,  and  in  1871 
Dr.  John  Scouler,  Professor  of  Mineralogy  to  the  Royal  Dublin 
Society,  left  over  2,000  volumes  and  several  MSS.  to  the  Library, 
many  of  them  being  specimens  of  early  foreign  printing,  chiefly 
on  scientific  and  philosophical  subjects. 

Bailie  Bogle  presented  a set  of  the  Maitland  Club  publications, 
and  among  other  donors  may  be  mentioned  Mr.  William  Euing, 
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who  presented  many  valuable  books  and  a sum  of  £200  to  the 
funds  of  the  Library.  Bailie  Andrew  Liddell  was  another  generous 
donor,  and  within  recent  years  the  Trustees  of  the  Bellahouston 
Bequest  Fund  presented  one  half  of  the  library  formed  by  the 
late  Moses  Steven,  the  other  half  going  to  the  Mitchell  Library. 

Then  the  late  Dr.  John  Grieve  left  a portion  of  his  valuable 
library  of  natural  history,  including  complete  sets  of  the 
Challenger  Expedition  Reports,  Jardine’s  Naturalists’  Library, 
and  the  Ray  Society  Publications,  and  last,  but  not  least,  the 
Library  received  this  year  under  the  will  of  the  late  Lady  Connal, 
about  600  volumes,  some  of  them  being  Glasgow  and  West  of 
Scotland  books  of  value. 

Lady  Connal  was  the  widow  of  the  late  Sir  Michael  Connal, 
who  was  a director  of  this  Library  for  forty  years,  and  occupied 
the  position  of  Vice-President  for  several  years. 

There  are  several  MSS.  in  the  Library,  including  two  upon 
vellum.  One  is  a fourteenth  century  Brieve  book  of  English 
law.  It  contains  about  300  pages  and  is  beautifully  executed 
in  red  and  brown,  with  illuminated  borders,  and  initial  letters 
containing  portraits.  The  other  is  a copy  of  the  Psalms  of 
David  up  to  a portion  of  the  CXIX.  These  were  both  left  by 
Mr.  Stirling. 

There  are  twenty-five  examples  of  fifteenth  century  printing  in 
the  Library,  among  others  being  a folio  entitled  “Vitae  Sanctorum 
Patrum,”  printed  at  Cologne  byUlric  Zell  about  1470,  a copy  of 
the  Sermons  of  St.  Chrysostom,  supposed  to  have  been  printed  at 
Rome  about  1470,  and  an  illuminated  copy  of  the  Wars  of  the 
Jews  and  Romans,  by  Josephus,  printed  at  Rome  in  1475,  by 
Arnold  Pannartz. 

The  most  valuable  of  the  incunabula  is  a copy  of  the  Vulgate 
edition  of  the  new  Testament  with  a glossary,  supposed  to  have 
been  printed  at  Nuremberg  in  1479. 

All  the  fifteenth  century  printed  books  in  the  Library  were 
presented  by  William  Euing. 

Versions  of  the  Bible,  the  New  Testament  and  the  Psalms, 
reach  nearly  a hundred,  including  such  rarities  as  Cranmer’s 
Bible,  1514  ; the  Bassandyne  Bible,  1579  J and  the  Bishop’s 
Bible,  1595. 

The  Library  also  contains  Sir  William  Dugdale’s  “ Monasticon 
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Anglicanum,”  in  eight  folio  volumes,  J.  O.  Halliwell  PhiUipps 
edition  of  Shakespeare  in  16  volumes  folio,  with  the  plates  on 
India  paper,  and  Lord  Kingsborough’s  Antiquities  of  Mexico,  in 
9 folio  volumes,  and  many  other  valuable  books  too  numerous 
to  mention  in  this  brief  notice. 

Mr.  T.  Barclay  Murdoch  (one  of  the  directors  of  the  Library), 
at  the  Centenary  Meeting  in  1891,  gave  some  rather  curious 
extracts  from  the  old  Minute  books  ; one  or  two  examples  may 

be  interesting  : — , , ,,  , ,, 

10 th  November,  1794.-“  « ba'™g  been  represented  that  the 
stair  of  Mrs.  Hopkirk’s  house  ” (Mrs.  Hopkirk  was  the  tenant 
of  Mr.  Stirling’s  old  mansion  house)  “ in  Miller  Street  was  muc 
injured  by  the  Town  Bulls  getting  loose  and  being  baited  by 
dogs  the  meeting  ordered  it  to  be  repaired  in  a sufficient  manner, 
but  not  till  the  Librarian  be  informed  whether  or  not  the  town 
are  (sic)  to  be  at  the  expense.”  At  this  date  Miller  Street  was 
almost  in  the  country,  and  certainly  quite  on  the  western  out- 
skirts of  the  town.  The  bulls  would  probably  be  in  charge  of 
the  town  herd,  who  every  morning  collected  the  cattle  belonging 
to  the  inhabitants,  and  drove  them  to  the  Cowcaddens  to  graze, 
bringing  them  back  in  the  evening. 

10 th  February,  1817.-“  Notice  of  an  assessment  for  the  year 
1816,  ending  Whitsunday  1817,  for  duty  on  male  servants,  viz., 
one  shopman,  two  pounds,  having  been  laid  before  the  directors, 
the  Librarian  is  directed  to  intimate  to  Mr.  Gardiner,  the  surveyor, 
that  they  do  not  consider  this  library  as  falling  under  the  des- 
cription of  a shop,  and  therefore  that  an  appeal  will  be  lodged 
before  the  Commissioners.”  The  appeal  appears  to  have  been 
sustained,  and  the  Library  freed  from  such  an  extraordinary 

^According  to  Mr.  Stirling’s  will,  the  Directors,  in  choosing  a 
librarian,  were  to  give  the  preference— other  things  being  equal 
to  one  bearing  the  family  name.  No  such  appointment  has  ever 
been  made,  although  a lady  of  that  name  occupies  the  position 
of  sub-librarian  at  the  present  time. 

The  ideals  of  the  earlier  librarians,  with  one  or  two  exceptions 
were  scarcely  so  severe  as  modern  scientific  systems  would 
require.  The  first  librarian,  the  Rev.  William  Taylor,  is  described 
by  “ Senex  ” as  being  polite  and  obliging,  and  that  he  “ was  alway: 
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glad  to  give  out  a load  of  books  at  once,  as  it  saved  him  the 
trouble  of  frequent  application  to  the  shelves.”  “ I have 
known,”  he  adds,  “ the  doctor  (he  became  D.D.)  to  give  out 
books  by  armfuls,  and  he  was  not  very  particular  about  the 
period  when  they  were  to  be  returned,  for  the  longer  they  were 
kept  out,  so  much  less  trouble  was  it  to  him.” 

He  resigned  in  1795,  stating  that  his  employment  had  been 
" laborious  and  irksome.”  At  this  time  the  Library  contained 
3,705  volumes. 

The  Rev.  James  Pate  was  appointed  in  1796,  and  in  a letter 
regarding  the  affairs  of  the  Library  written  in  1848,  “ Senex  ’ 
says — “ The  following  was  Mr.  Peat’s  (sfc)  mode  of  management. 
In  the  first  place,  he  made  it  a rule  never  to  put  past  a returned 
book  upon  the  shelf  of  the  Library,  until  he  had  turned  over  and 
examined  every  leaf  (leaf  by  leaf),  and  if  he  saw  any  tear  or 
damage  done  to  it,  he  immediately  repaired  the  same  with  paste 
or  needle.  I have  seen  ladies  stand  trembling  from  top  to  toe 
under  the  scolds  of  Mr.  Peat,  for  having  returned  valuable  books 
a little  soiled,  or  with  a slight  spot  of  ink  upon  them.” 

Of  the  same  gentleman  the  following  anecdote  is  related. 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Ranken — who  was  a director  for  several  years — 
had  written  a History  of  France  in  nine  volumes,  and  to  test  the 
popularity  of  the  work,  he  one  day  made  the  following  enquiry  : — 
“Pray,  Mr.  Pate,  is  Ranken’s  ‘ History  of  France  ’ in  ? ” “ It 

never  was  out,”  was  the  prompt  and  sarcastic  reply. 

In  1871  an  important  arrangement  was  concluded  with  the 
Directors  of  the  Glasgow  Public  Subscription  Library,  the  whole 
of  their  collection  consisting  of  13,000  volumes,  being  transferred 
to  this  Library,  and  the  title  of  the  Institution  was  changed  to 
“ Stirling’s  and  Glasgow  Public  Library.” 

On  Mr.  Mason’s  appointment  to  the  Librarianship  in  1881, 
he  divided  the  volumes  into  thirteen  classes,  and  compiled  an 
excellent  catalogue  of  the  whole  library  to  which  the  present 
Librarian  has  added  two  supplements.  The  Library  now  con- 
tains 50,000  volumes  (exclusive  of  Patents),  all  classes  of 
literature  being  well  represented.  Although  the  work  of  the 
Institution  is  badly  handicapped  through  the  inadequacy  of 
its  finances,  the  Directors  try  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the 
founder  in  purchasing  rare  and  curious  books  as  far  as  their 
funds  will  permit. 
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A feature  of  the  annual  meetings  of  subscribers  to  the  Library 
has  been  the  procuring  of  some  University  man  or  well  known 
man  of  letters  to  give  an  address,  and  as  many  of  these  are  both 
interesting  and  valuable,  it  has  been  thought  advisable  to  give  a 
complete  list  in  the  appendix. 

The  Library,  which  has  now  had  a most  useful  existence  for 
upwards  of  a hundred  years,  is,  with  the  exception  of  the 
University  Library,  the  oldest  Library  in  the  city.  It  is  open  to 
the  public  free  as  a reference  library,  and  books  and  magazines 
are  lent  out  to  Subscribers  on  very  moderate  terms. 

A system  of  delivering  books  to  Subscribers  at  their  own  homes 
was  introduced  last  year,  and  promises  to  be  of  service  to  them 
and  to  the  Library. 

A self-supporting  institution,  the  Library  is  maintained  partly 
from  the  rents  of  heritable  property  left  by  Mr.  Stirling,  and 
partly  from  the  sums  received  from  the  Subscribers. 

A complete  set  of  the  British  Specifications  of  Patents,  and  the 
U.S.A.  Specifications  from  1893  are  deposited  in  the  Library  by 
the  Corporation,  and  a sum  is  received  from  it  annually  for  their 
upkeep.  They  are  open  to  inventors  and  others  for  consultation 
free  of  charge,  a privilege  which  is  much  taken  advantage  of. 

Stirling’s  Library  was  for  many  years  the  only  Free  Public 
Library  in  Glasgow,  and  although  at  present  it  is  suffering  from 
the  competition  of  the  numerous  district  libraries,  built  up 
through  the  munificence  of  Dr.  Carnegie,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
its  many  friends  will  rally  round  it  and  preserve  it  as  Walter 
Stirling  desired,  viz.,  “ that  his  Library  should  exist  for  ever , and 
that  no  power  or  right  with  which  he  invested  them  ( his  Trustees) 
by  his  will  and  deposition  is  to  be  relinquished 
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APPENDIX. 


List  of  Speakers  and  Addresses  at  the  Annual 
Meetings  of  Subscribers  to  the  Library. 


1887. 

1888. 

1889. 

1890. 

1891. 

1892. 

1893. 

1894. 

1895. 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

1902. 

1903. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 




*F.  H.  Underwood,  United  States  Consul  at  Glasgow. 

* William  Jolly,  H.M.  Inspector  of  Schools. 

*John  Ferguson,  M.A.,  LL.D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry,  Glasgow 
University. 

*A.  C.  Bradley,  M.A.,  Professor  of  English  Literature,  Glasgow 
University. 

*J.  Guthrie  Smith. 

*George  Neilson,  F.S.A.  Scot.,  Procurator-Fiscal  of  Glasgow. 

*Rev.  George  Adam  Smith,  D.D.,  Professor  of  Hebrew,  Free  Church 
College. 

*David  Murray,  M.A.,  LL.D. 

*R.  M.  Wenley,  M.A.,  D.Sc. 

“ Glasgow  University  Library.”  William  P.  Dickson,  D.D.,  LL.D. 
Curator  of  Glasgow  University  Library. 

“ The  Hunterian  Library.  ” John  Young,  M.  D. , Professor  in  Glasgo  w 
University. 

“ Some  Problems  of  Scottish  History.”  Richard  Lodge,  Professor 
of  History  in  Glasgow  University. 

“Early  Scottish  Journalists  and  Journalism.”  William  Wallace 
M.A.,  LL.D. 

“ Some  Thoughts  on  Books,  Libraries  and  Reading.”  William 
Jacks,  LL.D.,  D.L. 

“ The  Genesis  of  Libraries  in  Scotland  in  connection  with  the  Early 
Printers  there.”  John  Scott,  C.B. 

“ 01d  Burghal  Life  in  Scotland.”  Rev.  H.  Grey  Graham. 

“ Possible  Dangers  of  Indiscriminate  Reading.”  John  S.  Phillimore 
M.A.,  Professor  of  Greek,  Glasgow  University. 

The  Library  as  Maker  of  Character.”  Henry  Jones,  M.A.,  LL.D. 
Professor  of  Moral  Philosophy,  Glasgow  University. 

“ The  Modern  Novel.”  Neil  Munro. 

“ An  Oxford  Bookseller  in  1520.”  Thomas  M.  Lindsay,  M.A.,  D.D 
LL.D.,  Principal  of  the  United  Free  Church  College,  Glasgow. 

* From  1887  to  1895  no  definite  title  was  given  to  the  addresses. 
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ffioarb  of  Directors 

1791 


president 

JAMES  M‘DOWALL, 
(The  Hon.  the  Lord  Provost.) 


Dice^president 


Directors 

From  the  Town  Council. 

Richard  Marshall. 

John  Campbell  of  Clathic. 
Alexander  Brown. 


From  the  Presbytery  of  Glasgow. 

Rev.  John  M‘Caul. 

Rev.  Alex.  Ranken. 

Rev.  Robert  Balfour. 


From  the  Merchants’  House. 
Gilbert  Hamilton. 
Archibald  Grahame. 
Robert  Findlay. 


From  the  Faculty  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons. 

Dr.  Peter  Wright. 

Alexander  Dunlop. 

Robert  Wallace. 


^Librarian 


Rev.  William  Taylor. 
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Boarb  of  directors 


1907-1908 

Iprestbent  lhce=lprestbeRt 

WILLIAM  BILSLAND,  LL.D.  JOHN  BARLOW,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S. 

(The  Hon.  the  Lord  Provost.) 

Directors 

From  the  Town  Council. 

Bailie  Archibald  Campbell. 

Councillor  A.  Scott  Gibson. 

Councillor  Alexander  Murray. 


From  the  Presbytery  of  Glasgow. 

lev.  Thomas  Hislop. 
lev.  Archibald  Maclaren. 

Lev.  John  Maclean,  D.D. 


From  the  Merchants’  House. 

John  A.  Galbraith. 
William  Robertson. 
John  Gibb  Ure. 


From  the  Faculty  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons. 
John  Barlow,  M.D. 

George  B.  Buchanan,  M.B. 
Alexander  Napier,  M.D. 


From  the  Subscribers. 


A.  W.  Gray  Buchanan. 
George  Neilson,  LL.D. 
Walter  Mackintosh. 

J.  Forbes  Ferguson. 

•toon.  ^Treasurer 
WALTER  MACKINTOSH. 


Robert  Stewart. 
James  Macdonald. 
Charles  A.  Small. 
William  G.  Dun,  M.D. 

*tooiv  Secretary 
J.  FORBES  FERGUSON. 


^Damaging  Committee 
JOHN  BARLOW,  M.D.,  Chairman. 


A.  W.  Gray  Buchanan. 
Bailie  Archibald  Campbell. 
William  G.  Dun,  M.D. 

J.  Forbes  Ferguson. 

John  A.  Galbraith. 


Walter  Mackintosh. 
Rev.  John  Maclean,  D.D. 
George  Neilson,  LL.D. 
Charles  A.  Small. 
Robert  Stewart. 


James  Macdonald. 


librarian 

W.  J.  S.  PATERSON. 

H.  C.  Stirling,  Sub- Librarian. 

J.  Johnston,  J.  Gray,  P.  Gordon,  and  A.  Baird,  Assistants. 
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Librarians  of  Stirling’s  Library  from  the 
Beginning. 


1791-1795 — Rev.  William  Taylor, 

1795- 1796— William  Meikleham,  - 

1796- 1808 — Rev.  James  Pate, 
1808-1812— Rev.  Alexander  Gray, 
1812-1815 — Rev.  John  Cumming, 
1815-1832— Rev.  Matthew  Muir, 

1832- 1833— John  Wyllie, 

1833- 1848— John  Struthers, 
1848-1851— William  Auld,  - 
1851-1860— J.  B-  Simpson, 
1861-1881— David  Blair, 
1881-1888— Thomas  Mason,  - 
1888-1895— William  Hutton, 
1896—  W.  J.  S.  Paterson,  - 


Years 

4 

1 

12 

4 

3 

17 

1 

15 

3 

10 

- 20 
8 
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TERMS  OF  SUBSCRIPTION  to  the 


Lending  Department  are: 


f (entitling 

to  Two  Books  and  One  Magazine  1 

1-  £5  5, 

*life  subscription,  {(enl 

at  a time),  J 

1 

nn  do. 

10/ 

*for  one  year, 

DO. 

*for  six  months, 

Do.  do. 

7/ 

*F0R  ONE  YEAR  (entitling  to  One 

Book  at  a time— no  Magazine), 

5 

FOR  ONE  YEAR  (delivering  Two  Books  and  a Magazine  once  a week,. 

FOR  SIX  MONTHS, 

Do.  do. 

1 

•Books  and  Magazines  at  these  Subscriptions 


must  be  called  for. 


